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October 2, 2007 
 
Secretary Dirk Kempthorne 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
RE: Northern Spotted Owl Draft Recovery Plan 
 
Dear Secretary Kempthorne: 
 
The northern spotted owl is one of the most intensively studied endangered raptors in the 
world.  Decades of scientific research and the largest mark-recapture population studies 
ever conducted on a threatened species have provided valuable insights into the owls’ 
habitat requirements, prey base, and demographic characteristics1.  As scientists with 
backgrounds in population ecology, wildlife and endangered species management, 
natural resource management and forest ecosystems, we are greatly concerned that, 
according to scientific peer review recently conducted by owl experts and three of the 
nation’s leading scientific societies, much of this science was ignored in the published 
draft recovery plan for the northern spotted owl2.  Based on these reviews, and the 
alleged political interference documented in a May 9 hearing on the Endangered Species 
Act in the House Natural Resources Committee,3 we respectfully request that you 
withdraw the draft owl recovery plan and assemble a team of scientists to redraft a 
recovery plan truly based on the best available science.  
 
The spotted owl is an indicator species of the status of old-growth forests in the Pacific 
Northwest, which historically included up to two-thirds of the forest age classes in the 
region but now represent just under 20 percent 4.  In particular, the Northwest Forest Plan 
(NWFP) is a landmark ecosystem management plan that put in place a reserve system for 
the owl and hundreds of species associated with older forests throughout the region.  
Recent scientific assessments have concluded that there is no reason to depart from a 
conservation strategy rooted in fixed reserves and the spotted owl situation would be far 
bleaker today if not for the protections afforded to it under the NWFP5.  While there has 
                                                 
1 Anthony, R.G., E.D. Forsman, A.B. Franklin, D.R. Anderson, K.P. Burnham, G.C. White, C.J. Schwarz, 
J. Nichols, J.E. Hines, G.S. Olson, S.H. Ackers, S.L. Andrews, B.L. Biswell, P.C. Carlson, L.V. Diller, 
K.M. Dugger, K.E. Fehring, T.L. Fleming, R.P. Gerhardt, S.A. Gremel, R.J. Gutierrez, P.J. Happe, D.R. 
Herter, J.M. Higley, R.B. Horn, L.L. Irwin, P.J. Loschl, J.A. Reid, and S.G. Sovern.  2006. Status and 
trends in demography of northern spotted owls, 1985-2003. Wildlife Monographs No. 163:1-47. 
2www.conbio.org/Sections/NAmerica/SCBA%20Comments%20to%20FWS%20Northern%20Spotted%20
Owl .pdf; http://www.wildlife.org/policy/index.cfm; 
http://www.fws.gov/pacific/ecoservices/endangered/recovery/peer.html 
3 DellaSala, Dominick.  Written testimony  for the House Natural Resources  Committee Hearing entitled 
“Endangered Species Act Implementation: Science or Politics?” 
http://www.nccsp.org/files/land/spottedowltestimonydds.pdf   Additional information available at 
http://www.nccsp.org/ 
4 Strittholt, J.R., D.A. DellaSala, and H. Jiang. 2006. Status of mature and old-growth forests in  
the Pacific Northwest, USA.  Conservation Biology 20:363-374. 
5Courtney, S.P., J.A. Blakesley, R.E. Bigley, M.L. Cody, J.P. Dumbacher, R.L. Fleischer, A.B. Franklin, 
J.F., R.J. Gutierrez, J.M. Marzluff, and L. Sztukowski (eds). 2004. Scientific evaluation of the status of the 
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been ground-breaking research on owl habitat relations 6 that has expanded our 
understanding of owl habitat use, there is no scientific basis for departing from the 
reserve network of the NWFP or any reason to conclude that old-growth forests are no 
longer essential to the owl’s survival.  And though barred owls have emerged as a 
growing threat to spotted owls, the science is far from conclusive regarding how this 
biological invasion will affect the survival and recovery of the northern spotted owl.   
 
Based on our understanding of the ecology of the spotted owl, we see no scientific basis 
for either reducing habitat protections for the owl – as currently proposed under Option 1 
of the recovery plan– or departing from a conservation strategy that is rooted in the fixed 
reserves of the NWFP such as Option 27. Rather, increased threats from barred owls and 
potential climate change effects justify protecting more habitat – not less – as a 
precautionary principle in the conservation and recovery of listed species that is clearly 
missing from the draft recovery plan.   
 
In closing, we understand that you have recently commissioned a review of eight 
Endangered Species Act decisions influenced by former Assistant Deputy Secretary Julie 
MacDonald as part of reforms underway to improve the Fish & Wildlife Service’s track 
record on Endangered Species Act decision making.  We request that you include in these 
department reviews the draft spotted owl recovery plan for three reasons: (1) the science 
may have been tampered with by high ranking officials; (2) the plan is not based on 
credible science as indicated by scientific peer review; and (3) the plan is a key decision 
document that could determine the fate of millions of acres of old-growth forests in the 
Pacific Northwest.   
 
Fish & Wildlife Service policy requires recovery plans to be based on the best available 
science in order to recover a species to the point where it no longer requires protections 
afforded under the Endangered Species Act.  We are concerned that because this recovery 
plan would remove from protection old-growth forest habitat at a time when threats are 
increasing and owl population declines are accelerating that it could lead to future up-
listing of the species to endangered status. For these reasons, we request that you 
commission a team of scientists to redraft the recovery plan and place related forest 
management policies on hold until a new draft is proposed.  
 
                                                                                                                                                 
Northern Spotted Owl.   Sustainable Ecosystems Institute, Portland, OR. Lint, J. 2005. Status and trends of 
Northern Spotted Owls populations and habitat. USDA PNW-GTR-648. DellaSala, D. A., and J. Williams. 
2006. Northwest Forest Plan Ten Years Later – how far have we come and where are we going.  
Conservation Biology 20:274-276.  
6 Franklin, A.B., D.R. Anderson, R.J. Gutierrez, and K.P. Burnham. 2000. Climate, habitat quality, and 
fitness in Northern Spotted Owl populations in northwestern California. Ecological Monographs 70:539-
590. Dugger, K.M., F. Wagner, R.G. Anthony, and G.S. Olson. 2005. The relationship between habitat 
characteristics and demographic performance of Northern Spotted Owls in Southern Oregon. The Condor 
107:863-878. Olson, G.S., and several others. 2004. Modeling demographic performance of Northern 
Spotted Owls relative to forest habitat in Oregon. J. Wildlife Management 68:1039-1063. 
7 Carroll, C., and D.S. Johnson. In review. The importance of being spatial and reserved: assessing habitat 
relationships and conservation options for the northern spotted owl with Bayesian spatial autoregressive 
models.  
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Sincerely, 
*Affiliation are provided for identification only 
 
Dominick A. DellaSala, Ph.D. 
Chief Scientist, Executive Director 
National Center for Conservation Science & Policy, Ashland, OR 
 
Carlos Carroll, Ph.D., Research Ecologist  
Klamath Center for Conservation Research 
Orleans, CA 
 
Gordon H. Orians, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus of Biology 
University of Washington, Seattle 
 
Dave Perry, Ph.D. Forest Ecologist 
Emeritus Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
James R. Karr, Ph.D. Professor Emeritus 
University of Washington, Seattle 
 
David W. Inouye, Ph.D. 
Ecologist and Conservation Biologist 
University of Maryland, College Park 
 
Dan Rosenberg, Ph.D., Wildlife Biologist 
Oregon Wildlife Institute and Department of Fisheries and Wildlife 
Oregon State University, Corvallis 
 
Trina B. Bassoff, Ph.D.  
Biological Anthropology 
 
Steven Green, Ph.D. 
Professor of Biology 
University of Miami 
 
Matthew I. Palmer, Ph.D. 
Department of Ecology, Evolution and Environmental Biology 
Columbia University, New York, NY  
 
Francis G. Howarth, Ph.D. Conservation Biology 
L.A. Bishop Distinguished Chair of Zoology  
Bishop Museum, Honolulu 
 
Marc Meyer, Ph.D., Research Wildlife Ecologist and Postdoctoral Fellow  
University of California Merced Wawona, CA 
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Nancy E. Cowden, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Biology, Lynchburg College 
Lynchburg, VA 
 
Johannes Foufopoulos, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Conservation Biology 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Carolyn Mollie Bigger, Ph.D. Forestry 
El Cajon, CA 
 
Elizabeth Wright Smith, M.S. 
Cape Coral, FL 
 
Gretchen North 
Associate Professor, Biology 
Occidental College, Los Angeles, CA 
 
Craig R. Kuchel, M.S. Wildlife Biology 
Florence-Carlton School 
Florence, MT   
 
Ronnie Schenkein, DVM 
Member, Audubon Society, Sapsucker Woods Ornithology Laboratory and 
Pennsylvania Breeding Bird Atlas, Coudersport, PA 
 
Jo Anna Hebberger, Ph.D. Plant Ecologist 
Manheim, PA 
 
Martin Hilovsky, M.S. 
Senior Scientist / President 
EnviroScience, Inc., Stow, OH 
 
Matthew Rubino, M.S. Zoology 
North Carolina State University 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Stephen B. Hager, Ph.D.  
Co-Chair Department of Biology  
Augustana College, Rock Island, IL 
 
Kefyn M. Catley Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Carolina University, Cullowhee, NC 
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Sheila Ward, Ph.D. Ecology 
University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras 
 
Jack Lyon, Ph.D. 
Scientist Emeritus, Rocky Mountain Research Station 
Ft. Collins, CO 
 
John O. Whitaker, Jr., Ph.D. 
Professor of Ecology and Organismal Biology,  
Indiana State University, Terre Haute, Indiana 
 
Melissa Lee, M.S. Plant Ecology 
University of Memphis 
Memphis, TN 
 
Ronald M. Lanner, Ph.D.  
Professor Emeritus of Forestry 
Utah State University, Logan, UT 
 
David M. Armstrong, Ph.D.  
Professor, Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
University of Colorado-Boulder  
 
Rachel Shelton, M.S. 
Fisheries and Wildlife Management 
Michigan State University, Lansing 
 
Maria Laura Fernandez-Medina, M.S. Agricultural and Resource Economics  
University of California, Davis 
 
Nanci J. Ross, M.S. Tropical Ecology/Ethnobotany 
Dept. of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology  
University of Connecticut, Storrs 
 
Tina Rhea, M.S. Wildlife Biology  
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale 
 
John Schoen, Ph.D. 
Senior Scientist 
Audubon Alaska, Anchorage 
 
A. Christy Wyckoff, M.S. Wildlife Disease Biologist  
Texas A&M University-Kingsville 
 
Larry Kline, M.S. Range Management 
Lakewood, CO 
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Ray C. Telfair II, Ph.D. 
Certified Wildlife Biologist (The Wildlife Society) 
Whitehouse, TX 
 
Edward J. Laurent, Ph.D. Wildlife Habitat Modeling  
North Carolina State University, Raleigh 
 
Stephen Zitzer, Ph.D. Ecologist  
Desert Research Institute, Las Vegas, NV 
 
Stephen B. Malcolm, Ph.D. 
Professor, Dept. Biological Sciences 
Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI  
 
Bob Deacy, M.S. 
Department of Environmental Resources Management 
Palm Beach County, FL 
 
Dan F. Ippolito, Prof. of Biology  
AuSable Institute of Environmental Studies 
Grand Rapids, MI 
 
David S. Lee, Curator of Birds 
North Carolina State Museum  
Raleigh, NC 
 
Melissa Child, M.A. Conservation Biology 
Columbia University, NY 
 
Laurie J. Vitt, Ph.D. 
George Lynn Cross Research Professor and 
Curator of Reptiles, Norman, OK 
 
Tim Patton, Ph.D. 
Ecology and Wildlife Science 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University 
Durant, OK 
 
Marcel van Tuinen, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor Department of Biology & Marine Biology 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington 
 
Stephen P. Ellner, Ph.D. 
Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 
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Fred C. Sibley, Ph.D. Retired Ornithologist 
Smithsonian Institute and Fish and Wildlife Service 
Alpine, NY 
 
James Tyler Bell, M.S. Environmental Science 
Smithsonian Environmental Research Center  
Edgewater, MD 
 
Lisa Rapaport, Ph.D. Behavioral Ecology 
Department of Biological Sciences 
Clemson University, Clemson, SC 
 
Deborah Bidwell, M.S. Zoology  
College of Charleston, Charleston, SC 
 
Susan G. Letcher, Ph.D. candidate 
University of Connecticut, Storrs 
 
Robyn J. Burnham, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
and Curator of Paleontology 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
 
Jennifer E. Price, Ph.D. Aquatic Ecologist 
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources  
Columbia, SC 
 
Thomas J. Daniels, Ph.D. 
Vector Ecology Lab, Louis Calder Center 
Fordham University, Bronx, NY 
 
Virginia N. Brown, M.S. Environmental Management 
Vulcan Materials Center for Environmental Stewardship and Education 
Samford University in Birmingham, AL 
 
William D. Anderson, Jr., Ph.D. Ichthyology 
Grice Marine Biological Laboratory 
Charleston, SC 
 
David F. Murray, Ph.D. 
Professor of Botany and Curator Emeritus  
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
 
Dorothy Boorse,  Ph.D.  
Associate Professor of Biology 
Gordon College, Wenham , MA 
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Brian D. Linkhart, Associate Professor   
Department of Biology, The Colorado College  
Colorado Springs, CO  
 
Donna Hart, Ph.D.  
Primatology and Human Variation 
University of Missouri – St. Louis 
 
Kathleen Perillo, M.S. Environmental Science 
Professor of Biology 
Clark College, Vancouver, WA 
 
Karen Goetz, M.S. Conservation Biology 
SanFrancisco, CA 
 
Lisa Brohl, M.S. Environmental Science 
Chair Lake Erie Islands Chapter 
Black Swamp Conservancy, Put- in-Bay, OH 
 
David J. Berg, Ph.D. 
Professor of Conservation Biology 
Miami University, Oxford, OH 
 
Renata Platenberg, Ph.D. Ecologist 
St. Thomas, US Virgin Islands 
 
Peter Chesson, Ph.D. 
Dept. of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology  
University of Arizona Tucson 
 
Robert C. Foehring, Ph.D. 
Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology 
University of Tennessee Health Science Center Memphis, TN 
 
Hartwell H. Welsh, Jr. Ph.D.  
Research Wildlife Biologist 
Arcata, CA   
 
James J. Provenzano, Ph.D. Cellular Physiology 
President, Clean Air Now 
Los Angeles, CA  
 
Alina M. Szmant, Ph.D.  
UNCW-Center for Marine Science 
Wilmington, NC 
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Steve Jones, Ph.D.  
Research Associate Professor of Natural Resources and Marine Science  
University of NH-Durham 
 
Rhonda Kranz, M.S. Ecologist 
Takoma Park, MD  
  
Marlijn Hoogendoorn, Ph.D. Ecology  
Minneapolis, MN 
 
Craig C. Downer, M.S. Wildlife Ecology  
Minden, NV 
  
Richard S. Feldman, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Department of Environmental Science & Policy School of Science Marist College 
Poughkeepsie, NY 
 
Thomas F. Ihde, Ph.D. Fisheries Science  
Solomons, MD 
 
William A. Szelistowski, Ph.D. 
Ecology, Department of Biology 
Eckerd College, St. Petersburg, FL 
 
Andrew J Tyre, Ph.D. Conservation Biology, Statistical Ecology, Decision Theory 
School of Natural Resources 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln  
 
Noreen E. Reist, Ph.D.     
Assoc. Professor, Dept. of Biomedical Sciences   
Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO   
 
D. Ann Pabst, Ph.D. 
Biology and Marine Biology  
University of North Carolina Wilmington 
Wilmington, NC  
 
Julie A. Reynolds, Ph.D. 
Biology Department 
Duke University, Durham, NC 
 
Yoyi Steele, M.S. 
Important Bird Areas Coordinator 
Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative, Madison 
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Steve K. Sherrod, Ph.D. 
Executive Director George Miksch Sutton Avian Research Center 
Bartlesville, OK  
 
Robert T. Magill, M.S. Certified Wildlife Biologist 
Wildlife Specialties, L.L.C. 
Palisade, CO 
 
Scott Russell, Ph.D. Biology 
University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK 
 
Bob Krebs, Ph.D. 
Dept. of Biological, Geological and Environmental Sciences 
Cleveland State University, OH 
 
Francesca T. Grifo, Ph.D. 
Senior Scientist and Director, Scient ific Integrity Program 
Union of Concerned Scientists, Washington, D.C. 
 
Jennifer P. Kross, M.S. Wildlife and Fisheries Science 
Ducks Unlimited  
Bismarck, ND 
 
Aaron Kennedy, M.S. Biology 
Miami University, FL 
 
Howard Whiteman, Ph.D.  
Professor Wildlife and Conservation Biology 
Murray State University, Murray, KY  
 
Vicki Tripoli. Ph.D. Environmental Science 
Ashland, OR 
 
Sylvia Halkin, Ph.D. Animal Behavior 
Professor, Dept. of Biology 
Central Connecticut State University, New Britain 
 
Jonathan N. Baskin, Ph.D. Emeritus Professor  
Biological Sciences Dept., California State Polytechnic University Pomona 
Pomona, CA 
 
Dylan Kesler, Ph.D. 
Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences 
University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 
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Sarah Spear Cooke, Ph.D. Restoration Ecologist  
Seattle, WA 
 
Robert J. DiStefano, M.S. Fisheries Science 
Harrisburg, MO. 
 
Laszlo J Szijj, Ph.D.  
Emeritus Prof. of Biology 
Calif. State Polytechnic University, Pomona, CA 
 
Carole Griffiths, Ph.D.  
Associate Prof. Biology, Long Island University Research Associate, American Museum 
of Natural History, NY 
 
Doug Martin, Ph.D. Ecologist  
WSRC/Savannah River National Laboratory 
Aiken, SC 
 
Jennifer Fox, M.S. Wildlife Ecology  
International Falls, MN 
    
John Rotenberry, Ph.D.  
Professor Department of Biology 
University of California, Riverside, CA 
 
Curt Meine, Ph.D.  
Conservation Biology 
Center for Humans and Nature and the Aldo Leopold Foundation 
Baraboo, WI 
 
Laura Farrell, M.S Wildlife Ecology and Conservation  
University of Vermont, Burlington 
 
Richard J. Clark, Ph.D. Vertebrate Zoology 
Emeritus Professor of Biology  
York College of Pennsylvania, York, PA 
 
David K. Mellinger, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Senior Research 
Cooperative Institute for Marine Resources Studies  
Oregon State University, Newport, OR   
 
Hugh H. Iltis, Ph.D.  
Professor Emeritus University of Wisconsin-Madison, WI 
 
Kipp C. Kruse, Ph. D. 
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Emeritus Professor of Biological Sciences  
Eastern Illinois University Charleston, IL 
 
Karla I. Gustafson, Ph. D.   
Ethics Professor at Husson and Unity Colleges 
Bangor, ME 
 
Gail Olson, Ph.D. Wildlife Biologist  
Olympia, WA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: P. Phifer, US Fish & Wildlife Service 
PNW congressional delegation 
Honorable Governors Christine Gregoire, Ted Kulongoski, Arnold Schwarzenegger 
 
 
 
 
 


